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From Cold Lake (AB), Kyle Nierlich 
originally came to Bishop’s University 
to study Neuroscience. In his second 
year of university, he discovered a 
passion for arts he never knew he 
had, which eventually led to the 
simultaneous completion of a Double 
Major in Neuroscience and Fine Arts. 
Through painting and drawing, Nierlich 
endeavors to express his fascination for 
the beautiful and mysterious. He hopes 
to one day become an illustrator with a 
focus on fantasy, and design landscapes 
and characters in the goal of telling stories 
that entertain and inspire the viewer. 

The painting series Losing focus/ 
learning to let go allows for artistic 
agency to contingency. Due to his 
scientific background, Nierlich always 
had a very rigid and analytical approach 
to art which had long been holding him 
back. In this series, he specifically used 

methods which did not permit him to 
have full control on the outcome of the 
paintings in an attempt to embrace 
the more chaotic and intuitive nature 
of painting. The title is metonymic, 
referring to the work’s method and 
to its content. Nierlich wants to have 
a sense of nostalgia embedded in his 
paintings, each representing a sort 
of fading memory—one that can no 
longer be pictured in full detail, only in 
fragments. The nostalgia comes from 
the desire to hold on to the memories 
which Nierlich believes is the essence of 
what makes us who we are. Memories 
are precious, and the desire not to lose 
them is something we can all relate to. 
As such, to be nostalgic for the past 
is part of the human condition and 
Nierlich finds a certain beauty in that 
which he will continue to explore.
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Originally from Ontario, Sabrina N. 
Somersall is a multidisciplinary artist 
focused on crafting representations of 
people of color (POC), Womxn, LGBT+, 
and other marginalized identities through 
a decolonial framework. 

She is currently completing undergraduate 
studies in Fine Arts and Psychology, in 
hopes of becoming a Ph.D. Candidate 
in Art Therapy. Somersall pursues both 
fields in order to align with her holistic 
philosophy that art and science are not 
subjects that should be on opposing 
sides of the knowledge spectrum, but 
should be integral in the understanding 
of each.

She uses this holistic philosophy to 
create pieces that resonate with 
audiences, by focusing on mindfulness 
and expression. Her ongoing projects 
attempt to relay the experiences of 
women of color (WOC), primarily black 
womxn, as well as provide a platform for 
voices that aren’t usually acknowledged 
within the artistic communities.
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Nous tenons à remercier l’Association étudiante de l’Université Bishop’s, la doyenne 
de la Faculté des arts et des sciences par intérim Claire Grogan, la doyenne des 

affaires étudiantes Stine Linden-Andersen, le vice-recteur académique 
Miles Turnbull, ainsi que les directeurs du Département des beaux-arts Jim Benson 

et Darren Millington pour leur généreux soutien financier. Merci également à 
Agatha Veale pour le travail photographique et au directeur du programme 

d’histoire de l’art Claude Lacroix pour son soutien. Nous sommes reconnaissants 
envers nos commanditaires la Coopérative Doolittle’s ainsi que la Brasserie 11 

comtés pour leurs dons généreux.

Ce catalogue documente la 22e exposition des finissants 
en beaux-arts de l’Université Bishop’s, intitulée Matière, 

produite par la Galerie d'art Foreman. 
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We would like to thank Bishop’s University Students’ Representative Council; Claire 
Grogan, Interim Dean of Arts and Science; Stine Linden-Andersen, Dean of Student 
Affairs; Miles Turnbull, Vice-Principal, Academic Administration; 
Jim Benson and Darren Millington, Chairpersons, Fine Arts Department. We would 
also like to thank Agatha Veale for her contribution as photographer and 
Claude Lacroix, Chairperson, Art History and Theory, for his support. We are thankful 
for the generous donations of our sponsors the Doolittle’s Co-op and the 
11 comtés brewery.

This catalogue documents the 22nd Annual Graduating Fine Arts 
Students Group Exhibition, titled Matter, 
produced by the Foreman Art Gallery.
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