NEWS - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
EXHIBITION 100 miles around us – OPENING RECEPTION
th
FROM 5PM TO 7PM ON SEPTEMBER 9 , 2015

Artists : Mere Phantoms (Jamie Robson and Maya Ersan)
Curator : Karine Di Genova
Sherbrooke, August 28th, 2015 – From September 9th to
Mere Phantoms, Alexander Galt Project, 2015.
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December 12 , 2015, the Foreman Art Gallery presents
100 miles around us. As part of the Carte blanche exhibition series, the collective Mere Phantoms has
created an immersive visitor experience including light, shadow play and performance. During a
residency in the spring of 2015 at Sherbrooke’s Alexander Galt Regional High School, artists Maya Ersan
and Jaimie Robson shared their creative process and techniques with Secondary V students. Their goal
was to invite the students to develop an installation that would initially be shown at the school library,
and then to expand the installation into an in situ immersive experience, to be presented at the Foreman
Art Gallery. Mere Phantoms put the finishing touches on the work by adding their own creations, as well
as elements reflecting their impressions of the region.
The result was an installation consisting of delicate 3D paper cut-outs created by Mere Phantoms and
the students, evoking rural, urban and fantastical environments. Visitors are invited to bring the work to
life by casting shadows on the walls with flashlights. Through this shadow play, which follows the rhythm
of the sound environment, visitors participate in the work as both artists and performers.
Opening reception
The opening reception will take place on Wednesday, September 9th 2015 from 5pm until 7pm with the
artists.
Artist Talk and Workshop
The artists will discuss their work with the visitors and lead a hands-on creative workshop at 5:30PM on
the night of the opening reception.
About the artists
Founded in 2008, the Montreal-based collective Mere Phantoms develops immersive installations
combining delicate, intricate paper cut-outs, drawings, video projections and interactive performances.
Taking their inspiration from shadow play, early films and animation, artists Maya Ersan and Jaimie

Robson explore the interaction between spectacle and experience. Their installations have been
presented in Canada and abroad, notably at the events One Architecture Week in Plovdiv (Bulgaria,
2015) and the UNESCO City of Design: Montréal Meets Graz (Austria, 2015), as well as at the Brandts
Museum (Denmark, 2014), the Istanbul Biennial (Turkey, 2013), the Real to Reel Film Festival in
Vancouver (2013) and the McCord Museum in Montreal during the Nuit Blanche festival (2013). The
artistic duo have a keen interest in education and regularly give workshops in schools and museums, in
addition to completing artist residencies in educational settings.

Free Entrance:
Tuesday to Saturday, from 12 noon to 5:00 pm and all evenings of presentation at Centennial Theatre.
-30Photographs available on request. Please contact us if you wish to interview the artists.
Source and information :
Gentiane Bélanger, Director/Curator
819.822.9600, extension 2687
gentiane.belanger@ubishops.ca
Foreman Art Gallery of Bishop’s University
2600, College St., Sherbrooke
819.822.9600, extension 2260
www.foreman.ubishops.ca

The Foreman Art Gallery, Mere Phantoms and the curator would like to thank art teachers Sigal Hirshfeld
and April Blampied at Alexander Galt Regional High School, as well as their Secondary V students, for
taking part in this project. The artist residency was made possible through a grant from ministère de
l’éducation, du loisir et du sport, as part of the “Schools Host an Artist” section of the Culture in Schools
program. The Foreman Art Gallery of Bishop’s University also wishes to thank the Canada Council for the
Arts, and the City of Sherbrooke for their generous support, as well as its sponsors, McAuslan Brewery
and Motel Lennoxville.

